All children and young people have a right to a primary education…Young people should be encouraged to
reach the highest level of education they are capable of. (Article 28, United Nations Convention on the Rights
It is hard to believe that we are into February already. It has been a hardworking start to the year, and as I move
around the school and visit classrooms I can see engaged, hard-working children who are taking pride in their
work.
The staff are working hard to promote positive attitudes towards learning and encouraging our children to
celebrate their achievements.

Attendance
As you will know poor attendance is a significant concern here at St Mary’s. We are working very hard
to reduce the amount of pupils who are persistently absent, but it is still very much a concern.
I am regularly monitoring the attendance of pupils and will continue to keep parents well informed
about their child’s attendance if it is poor. In cases where attendance continues to worsen, I will involve
the attendance team within the Local Authority following school policy.
Good attendance supports progress and enables children to value their education.
Thank you to all of you have met with me to discuss this matter. It really does matter, and it really
makes a difference to your children’s education, and often your child’s social and emotional wellbeing
too.
Please remember that we can give medication if needed, e.g. Calpol, to help your child. If they feel a
little poorly on a morning, please send them to school. We do not mind contacting you if they feel
unwell.

Current attendance data:
From Sept 2019—end of January 2020
Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

92%

96.5%

93.7%

Overall attendance per class for the month of January:
Class 1

Class 2

95%

99.1%

Class 3

97.9%

THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT FORMATPLEASE CONTACT SCHOOL OFFICE IF NEEDED

Rewarding good attendance
In order to promote good attendance in school amongst our children, we will be trialling some
reward systems.
All of the names of our pupils who have attended school every session for this half term will be
put into a hat. The child who is pulled out of the hat will receive a voucher for either Smiggle or
the cinema.

Bikeability
This week, pupils from years 4, 5 & 6 have had the opportunity to
complete either level 1 or level 2 in bikeability.
Well done to everyone who took part. You demonstrated positive
and responsible attitudes throughout your training.

Parents of Year 6 children

This is obviously a very important term for your children when they are working hard to prepare for
their SAT tests in May. Please ensure they attend school regularly, get plenty of rest/sleep and have a
quiet place at home to do their homework and revision.
Miss Kimmitt is welcoming year 6 pupils into class from 8:30 each day to provide additional
opportunities to support them in their learning.
If you have any concerns, or would like some advice to support your child during this time, please do
not hesitate to contact school.

Miss Kimmitt would welcome any dialogue that would support your children.

Parents’ Evening
So that we can once again, give every parent a chance to talk about their child’s progress, we
will be holding a parents’ evening on Tuesday 24th March between 3:30 and 5:30.
Please add this date to your diary. A list of time slots are available if you contact the school
office.
March does seem a long way off, so if you would like to speak to your child’s teacher before
then, please do not hesitate to contact them.
Likewise, if a teacher is concerned about your child’s progress, they will not hesitate to contact
you.

Important Notice regarding Holidays
As you will all know we are currently moving through the process of joining Northern
Saints Multi Academy Trust.
The intention of the Trust is that all schools within it, will have the same holidays. The
academic year 2020-2021 will not begin until 7th September.

Headlice
BUG BUSTING DAY—Fridays
I appreciate that this is not a pleasant topic of conversation, but can I recommend
that we all check children’s hair for headlice on the same day—a Friday.
This allows us the chance to treat any headlice found over the weekend, but it also
means that if we are all checking at the same time it will reduce the number of cases

*Lastly obstructing the staff car park, parking outside the school gate
and directly opposite. This is dangerous and could lead to an accident.
Emergency services also need to have access at all times.
We ask kindly that you always park away from these areas.

Please note, our holidays are different to many other schools around us – so please
make sure you have the correct dates in your diary.
Dates for your Diary (these are also on our website, which is often updated)
6th February
14th February
24th February
25th February
28th February
4th March
5th March
18th March
24th March
26th March
1st April
3rd April
20th April
21st April
8th May
22nd May
1st June
12th June
17th June
18th June
15th July
17th July
7th September

Skipping workshop in school Yr2 to yr6
Break up for halt term
Return to school
Hoopstarz Yr2 East Durham College pm
Reception Hearing Tests in school am
Soccarena Durham Yr 3/4
World Book Day- Dress as a book character in school
Dance Festival Glebe Centre Murton, am—Class 3
Parents Evening
Basketball Competition, East Durham College, Yr 5/6
Class 2 trip to Oriental Museum in Durham
Break up for Easter
Return to school after Easter break
Y6 overnight retreat to Emmaus Youth Village Consett
School Closed VE Day
Break up for Half term
Return to school after half term
School closed PD DAY
Yr6 Primary Youth Village in Consett
Yr6 Leavers Photos
Leavers Disco
Break up for the Summer Holidays
RETURN TO SCHOOL

