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Christmas 2020
Naturally with the pandemic, Christmas will look very different in school, but I would like to
reassure you that we will be celebrating Christmas with the children.
These are our intentions for the next three weeks. School life is very changeable at the
moment, so plans made change a little
Christmas Lunch - Wednesday 16th December

Children are invited to wear their festive tops on this day. Protocols will be in place and
children will be served Christmas lunch in their bubbles.
Christmas Movie - Date to be confirmed
The teachers will host a Christmas Movie on behalf of Friends of the School, again this will
take place in separate bubbles. Children will be allowed to wear Pyjamas to school on that
date if they wish.
Friends of the School have kindly agreed to supply snacks.
Class 1 & Class 2—Thursday 17th December
Class 3—Friday 18th December to be confirmed
Christmas Cards
In order to ensure we reduce risk wherever possible, we have decided not to share Christmas cards this year amongst the school. We will talk to the children about this to help them
understand why this decision has been made.
Christmas Gifts
We appreciate your good intentions and generosity when buying Christmas presents for
staff, but we are discouraging you to do so this year , instead we would welcome donations
to go towards Cafod World Gifts - See next page for more information.
Performances
Children throughout the school will be sharing a performance with their families via Seesaw.
This may be in the form of a Christmas song, dance or a liturgical message.
Christmas Parties / Christmas Crafts
In order to follow safe protocols, each class will be arranging an alternative afternoon of
Christmas fun. For the younger children, whose protocols differ from Class 3 pupils, this
may involve some party games and dancing, for others, this may involve a quiz, crafts etc.

Promotional Video
During the filming for the school promotional video last week, the children were admirable. They
represented our school community with pride and we are all looking forward to seeing the finished
article. It will be a few weeks before it is completed but we will let you know.
Thank you and Well done!!

As mentioned earlier, instead of bringing gifts into school for staff, it would be wonderful if a donation could be made via parent pay to Cafod.
We will then use any donations made to purchase a World Gift, these are a range of
virtual charity gifts, that will delight the people we give them to and help transform the
lives of poor communities and families in developing countries. Children in school could
select the gifts.
The Cafod World Gift payment item will appear on your parent pay menu in the next
week or so.

Symptoms and cases of Covid
A reminder to all families and staff - If there are any new cases of Covid in your household
going forward, please contact school to update us, even if you already have a positive case
in your home. This will enable us to gather accurate advice and share with all relevant
members of our school community.

Attendance

Attendance is currently 96.86% for the whole school, which is amazing!
As a school, we are continuing to monitor attendance very closely. I will be sending letters home if your
child’s attendance is low, regardless of isolation periods linked to Covid.
Please note that the letters will be personalised depending on reasons for absence.

Attendance officer for the BCCET
Bishop Chadwick Catholic Education Trust has appointed an attendance officer. As part of her role she
will be working with some of our families, to improve attendance and improve engagement for families
accessing remote learning when isolating due to Covid.

Lateness
Over recent weeks, I have noticed an increase in the number of children arriving late to school. We
continue to keep a record for lateness, and letters will be sent in the coming week to those families who
are repeatedly late. If you have a problem that prevents you from getting your child to school on time,
please contact school, and we will see if we can offer some support.
The routine at the start of the day is so important, so please make a special effort to get your children to
school on time.
Thank you

A message from Friends of the School
Dear Parents,
Unfortunately this year we will be unable to hold our usual Christmas Fair. We look forward to this event
as a great time to socialise and raise money for our school, but this year will have to be a little bit different.
Instead of the traditional fairs, we’ve been looking at other ways to raise money.
We hope to have a selection of hampers and vouchers as prizes. If you’d like to donate any bottles, chocolates, toiletries, craft items or any other prizes to the raffle please see Janine Watson in the yard / car
park at pick up time or drop off items in the school reception. Alternately, a box will be placed outside reception each morning, if you would like to place items in there.
For Christmas, we intend to have a raffle and although parents won’t be able to attend, we hope that you
can support it by purchasing raffle tickets. Your child will bring home an envelope containing 3 strips (and
stubs) of raffle tickets. The tickets are £1 a strip. If you would like to buy them, please return the money
and stubs (with names clearly marked on each stub) to school on either Friday 4th December or Monday
7th December. This will allow us to leave the tickets for 3 days before drawing the winners on the 11th December.
Thank you for your continued support
Friends of the School

