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Christmas 2020
To parents and carers
I would like to say thank you to you all for working with school under some very unusual and
challenging circumstances over this last term.
We have been very blessed at St Mary’s that we have not had to close any bubbles this term, but
this is, as a result of protocols being followed.
It is important to acknowledge that due to families being allowed to mix over the Christmas period,
the R rate will increase, so we will have a responsibility to one another to follow protocols very
closely in the New Year.
Can I ask you all to read through a few reminders below, (which have slipped a little), relating to
protocols for return in January:


During drop-offs and pick ups, please keep 2m social distance from other families and keep
your children close to you. (spots will be put out as a reminder on the Class 1 & Class 2 playgrounds).



Please keep your distance from the doors leading into the classrooms. (Parents and carers to
wait on spots as children enter school).



Parents and carers to continue to communicate with school via Seesaw, telephone calls and
emails. Please avoid speaking to teachers at the classroom door.



All pupils to arrive on time.

With the end of term so close now, I’m sure you’re all feeling very excited for the Christmas break,
particularly because the government have agreed that for five days, up to three households can mix.
For some of you, this might be the first time that children have been able to see grandparents and
other loved ones and I’m sure you’ll be looking forward to that.
We all hope you have fun and enjoy the break, but we must also remember that this year will not be
the same as normal. There is good news with the vaccine developments but for now, the virus hasn’t
gone away. We know some families in our schools have been very unwell or have lost a loved one
and so we must remember how important it is to keep ourselves and others safe.
I am sure you don’t want anyone you love to become unwell or become unwell yourself, so when
you are enjoying yourselves don’t forget to continue to follow the rules you’ve become so good at:


Wash your hands frequently.



Keep your distance from people you don’t live with.



If you have any coronavirus symptoms, don’t mix with anyone.

Thank you for looking after yourselves and your families. Have a very happy Christmas and we look
forward to seeing you back in January.

Attendance
Attendance this term is 96.5%.
Well done everyone.!

Thank you to the families who have contributed to World Gifts. For those of you who would
still like to make a donation, a link is set up on
Parent Pay.

Let’s see if we can keep this up in
the new year and improve punctuality too.

Symptoms and cases of Covid over the Christmas Holidays
A letter was sent out to you all yesterday with guidance for the next few days. Please can I ask you all to
read it.
Unfortunately, for schools, they have the continued responsibility to track and trace positive cases from
within school for the next few days.
As always, if I send an important email, I will signpost you to it vis a text.

Free School Meals Families
If you are in receipt of free school meals, please check your emails and access your vouchers.
There is a choice of supermarkets, where they can be redeemed.
Thank you to the office staff who have organised the distribution of these.

A message from Friends of the School
Dear Parents,
Thank you very much to all who helped with this year’s Christmas Fundraiser. Thanks to all those
who gathered prizes, donated prizes, sold tickets, held raffles and football cards and to all who
bought raffle tickets. The total raised for Christmas was £417.20. Some of the money has already
gone into buying treats for all of the children for their Movie Afternoons and the rest will go towards more activities for our children over the coming year. That incredible amount could not
have been raised without the help of all of our Families and Friends, so thank you.

Special thanks to our local businesses who donated prizes – Robinsons the Butchers, Sewly
for You, Once upon a Book, The Freezer Shop, The Candy Man Can in Wheatley Hill, Wingate Stores and McColls.

Wingate Christmas Tree Festival
Friends of the School have decorated a tree this year
as part of the Wingate Christmas Tree Festival at Holy
Trinity Church. The Festival runs from 2.20pm until
7pm daily. Thank you to Charlie (and Evie) and Georgia for helping to decorate it last week. If you have
chance, please do call in and support the festival and
see all of the trees on display
Please remember your mask if you are able to wear
one and remember to observe social distancing.

From the Friends of the School, I’d like to say a Big thank you to all of the staff at St Mary’s for
keeping our children safe so they could learn and for focusing on their mental wellbeing as well as
their education. It’s incredible that we’ve had a full term with so little disruption. Thank you.
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.

Friends of the School

